
EDUCATION OUTCOMES 

Head Start Coverage 
 

Description  
The percentage of children from ages 0 to 5 years who are in poverty and are served by a Head Start program, 

2002. 

 

Explanation  
Head Start is an educational program proven to prepare low-income children to arrive at school ready to learn. 

Head Start programs are an important component in ensuring that all children have a chance to succeed in 

school. 

 

Source  
National Head Start Association. (2003, September) Head Start Yellow Pages (9th Edition). (Alexandria, VA: 

Author). 

 

State % Rank 

Alabama 21 39 

Alaska 48 1 

Arizona 23 36 

Arkansas 24 31 

California 20 47 

Colorado 27 20 

Connecticut 26 24 

Delaware 31 13 

District of Columbia 29 19 

Florida 20 44 

Georgia 20 46 

Hawaii 24 30 

Idaho 21 39 

Illinois 26 22 

Indiana 22 37 

Iowa 30 14 

Kansas 30 15 

Kentucky 25 25 

Louisiana 22 38 



Maine 33 8 

Maryland 25 27 

Massachusetts 25 29 

Michigan 33 8 

Minnesota 39 5 

Mississippi 40 3 

Missouri 25 26 

Montana 33 10 

Nebraska 29 18 

Nevada 11 51 

New Hampshire 21 41 

New Jersey 20 44 

New Mexico 23 34 

New York 17 50 

North Carolina 18 49 

North Dakota 42 2 

Ohio 39 4 

Oklahoma 29 16 

Oregon 29 17 

Pennsylvania 25 27 

Rhode Island 26 22 

South Carolina 21 42 

South Dakota 37 6 

Tennessee 20 43 

Texas 19 48 

Utah 24 32 

Vermont 31 12 

Virginia 23 35 

Washington 24 33 

West Virginia 27 21 

Wisconsin 33 11 

Wyoming 35 7 

 
 



 

Math Proficiency 

 

Description  
Percentage of fourth-grade students proficient in math, 2003. 

 

Explanation  
The National Assessment of Educational Progress test, given in several subjects at several grade levels, measures 

students' proficiency levels in vital skills such as math. Like other standardized tests, some biases may exist. 

However, this is the only measure of student performance that is uniform across the participating states.  

 

Source  
U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics. The 

Nation's Report Card: Mathematics Highlights 2003, NCES 2004451, by J. Braswell, M. Daane, and W. Grigg, 

Educational Testing Service. Washington, D.C.: November 2003. 

 

State % Rank 

Alabama 19 48 

Alaska 30 34 

Arizona 25 39 

Arkansas 26 38 

California 25 39 

Colorado 34 17 

Connecticut 41 4 

Delaware 31 28 

District of Columbia 7 51 

Florida 31 28 

Georgia 27 37 

Hawaii 23 43 

Idaho 31 28 

Illinois 32 26 

Indiana 35 15 

Iowa 36 10 

Kansas 41 4 

Kentucky 22 46 

Louisiana 21 47 

Maine 34 17 



Maryland 31 28 

Massachusetts 41 4 

Michigan 34 17 

Minnesota 42 2 

Mississippi 17 49 

Missouri 30 34 

Montana 31 28 

Nebraska 34 17 

Nevada 23 43 

New Hampshire 43 1 

New Jersey 39 8 

New Mexico 17 49 

New York 33 23 

North Carolina 41 4 

North Dakota 34 17 

Ohio 36 10 

Oklahoma 23 43 

Oregon 33 23 

Pennsylvania 36 10 

Rhode Island 28 36 

South Carolina 32 26 

South Dakota 34 17 

Tennessee 24 41 

Texas 33 23 

Utah 31 28 

Vermont 42 2 

Virginia 36 10 

Washington 36 10 

West Virginia 24 41 

Wisconsin 35 15 

Wyoming 39 8 

 
 



Reading Proficiency 

 

 

Description  

Percentage of fourth-grade students proficient in reading, 2003. 

 

Explanation  
The National Assessment of Educational Progress test, given in several subjects at several grade levels, measures 

students' proficiency levels in vital skills such as reading. Like other standardized tests, some biases may exist. 

However, this is the only measure of student performance that is uniform across the participating states.  

 

 Source  
U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics. The 

Nations Report Card: Reading Highlights 2003. NCES 2004452, by P. Donahue, M. Daane, and W. Grigg, 

Educational Testing Service. Washington, D.C.: November 2003. 

 

State % Rank 

Alabama 22 44 

Alaska 28 36 

Arizona 23 43 

Arkansas 28 36 

California 21 45 

Colorado 37 5 

Connecticut 43 1 

Delaware 33 16 

District of Columbia 10 51 

Florida 32 24 

Georgia 27 38 

Hawaii 21 45 

Idaho 30 33 

Illinois 31 30 

Indiana 33 16 

Iowa 35 9 

Kansas 33 16 

Kentucky 31 30 

Louisiana 20 47 

Maine 36 8 



Maryland 32 24 

Massachusetts 40 2 

Michigan 32 24 

Minnesota 37 5 

Mississippi 18 50 

Missouri 34 12 

Montana 35 9 

Nebraska 32 24 

Nevada 20 47 

New Hampshire 40 2 

New Jersey 39 4 

New Mexico 19 49 

New York 34 12 

North Carolina 33 16 

North Dakota 32 24 

Ohio 34 12 

Oklahoma 26 40 

Oregon 31 30 

Pennsylvania 33 16 

Rhode Island 29 34 

South Carolina 26 40 

South Dakota 33 16 

Tennessee 26 40 

Texas 27 38 

Utah 32 24 

Vermont 37 5 

Virginia 35 9 

Washington 33 16 

West Virginia 29 34 

Wisconsin 33 16 

Wyoming 34 12 

 



Two Years of College 

 

Description  
Percentage of population over age 25 whose highest degree is an associate's degree, 2000-2002. 

 

Explanation  
In today's economy, more and more new jobs require that applicants have at least an associate's degree. This 

level of education represents the entry point for well-paying jobs of the future. All things being equal, those who 

earn more than enough income to meet current consumption needs are more likely to save. 

 

Source  

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey data tapes from 2000, 2001, 

and 2002. Calculations by Jon Haveman. 

 

State % Rank 

Alabama 8.7 20 

Alaska 7.5 34 

Arizona 9.1 17 

Arkansas 4.6 50 

California 8.9 18 

Colorado 7.5 36 

Connecticut 7.6 33 

Delaware 7.8 31 

District of Columbia 3.4 51 

Florida 9.1 15 

Georgia 7.6 32 

Hawaii 10.2 9 

Idaho 8.8 19 

Illinois 7.2 38 

Indiana 9.1 16 

Iowa 10.0 10 

Kansas 7.8 30 

Kentucky 7.2 39 

Louisiana 6.0 47 

Maine 10.3 7 

Maryland 5.4 49 



Massachusetts 8.1 26 

Michigan 7.9 29 

Minnesota 12.4 2 

Mississippi 9.8 11 

Missouri 7.3 37 

Montana 8.2 25 

Nebraska 9.1 14 

Nevada 6.7 41 

New Hampshire 10.7 6 

New Jersey 6.4 45 

New Mexico 8.1 27 

New York 8.6 21 

North Carolina 9.1 13 

North Dakota 13.4 1 

Ohio 7.2 40 

Oklahoma 6.6 44 

Oregon 8.1 28 

Pennsylvania 7.5 35 

Rhode Island 8.5 22 

South Carolina 8.4 23 

South Dakota 11.6 3 

Tennessee 6.7 43 

Texas 6.7 42 

Utah 8.3 24 

Vermont 9.4 12 

Virginia 6.0 46 

Washington 10.2 8 

West Virginia 5.9 48 

Wisconsin 10.9 5 

Wyoming 11.3 4 

 
Number of decimal places are limited for presentation purposes. State ranks are based on full number. Two 
states might therefore have different ranks even though the measures here appear the same. 
 



Four Years of College 

 

 

Description  
Percentage of heads of households with at least 4 years of college, 2000-2002. 

 

Explanation  
In today's economy, knowledge is itself a traded commodity. Those with a college degree earn significantly more 

than those with just a high school diploma. Moreover, data from the Survey of Consumer Finances indicate that, 

in 1998, families in which the head of household had a college degree had twice the net worth-at the median-as 

families whose head of household had only some college. [Kennickell, A.B., Starr-McCluer, M., & Surette, B.J. 

(January 2000). Recent changes in U.S. family finances: Results from the 1998 Survey of Consumer Finances. 

Washington, D.C.: Board of Governors, Federal Reserve System.] 

 

Source  

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey data tapes from 2000, 2001, 

and 2002. Calculations by Jon Haveman. 

 

State % Rank 

Alabama 21.1 46 

Alaska 25.8 25 

Arizona 26.4 20 

Arkansas 17.8 50 

California 28.9 13 

Colorado 34.3 7 

Connecticut 33.4 8 

Delaware 27.8 18 

District of Columbia 35.0 3 

Florida 25.8 26 

Georgia 23.9 38 

Hawaii 28.5 16 

Idaho 22.9 42 

Illinois 25.9 23 

Indiana 25.0 32 

Iowa 23.9 37 

Kansas 30.8 10 

Kentucky 20.9 47 

Louisiana 21.4 45 



Maine 24.5 33 

Maryland 40.8 1 

Massachusetts 34.7 5 

Michigan 24.0 36 

Minnesota 31.8 9 

Mississippi 20.7 48 

Missouri 25.6 28 

Montana 26.0 22 

Nebraska 27.6 19 

Nevada 22.1 44 

New Hampshire 35.3 2 

New Jersey 34.7 4 

New Mexico 22.9 41 

New York 28.5 15 

North Carolina 24.2 34 

North Dakota 24.2 35 

Ohio 25.5 29 

Oklahoma 22.3 43 

Oregon 26.2 21 

Pennsylvania 25.8 24 

Rhode Island 28.2 17 

South Carolina 23.2 40 

South Dakota 25.4 30 

Tennessee 23.3 39 

Texas 25.1 31 

Utah 29.9 12 

Vermont 30.3 11 

Virginia 34.5 6 

Washington 28.7 14 

West Virginia 15.8 51 

Wisconsin 25.7 27 

Wyoming 19.0 49 

 
Number of decimal places are limited for presentation purposes. State ranks are based on full number. Two 
states might therefore have different ranks even though the measures here appear the same. 



 

Degrees by Race 

 

Description  

Ratio of the percentage of households headed by someone self-identified as white with at least 4 years of college 

divided by the percentage of households headed by someone self-identified as minority with at least 4 years of 

college, 2000-2002. 

 

Explanation  
This measure gives an indication of how similar or dissimilar college attainment is between white and non-white 

families.  

 

Source  

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey data tapes from 2000, 2001, 

and 2002. Calculations by Jon Haveman. 

 

State White Minority Ratio Rank 

Alabama 0.24 0.13 1.86 34 

Alaska 0.32 0.11 2.94 48 

Arizona 0.29 0.17 1.75 33 

Arkansas 0.20 0.12 1.63 26 

California 0.36 0.21 1.72 32 

Colorado 0.39 0.16 2.39 44 

Connecticut 0.33 0.21 1.55 23 

Delaware 0.29 0.21 1.37 14 

District of Columbia 0.83 0.24 3.48 49 

Florida 0.27 0.20 1.36 13 

Georgia 0.31 0.20 1.56 24 

Hawaii 0.33 0.26 1.28 10 

Idaho 0.22 0.10 2.22 42 

Illinois 0.30 0.21 1.44 20 

Indiana 0.22 0.19 1.17 5 

Iowa 0.23 0.27 0.87 2 

Kansas 0.29 0.22 1.32 11 

Kentucky 0.21 0.11 2.04 39 

Louisiana 0.25 0.13 1.93 37 

Maine 0.24 0.21 ND - 



Maryland 0.41 0.30 1.36 12 

Massachusetts 0.34 0.22 1.54 22 

Michigan 0.23 0.19 1.21 8 

Minnesota 0.32 0.22 1.43 18 

Mississippi 0.24 0.10 2.48 45 

Missouri 0.28 0.23 1.21 7 

Montana 0.25 0.11 2.20 41 

Nebraska 0.24 0.14 1.69 29 

Nevada 0.24 0.14 1.70 30 

New Hampshire 0.31 0.36 0.87 1 

New Jersey 0.33 0.24 1.38 15 

New Mexico 0.35 0.13 2.73 47 

New York 0.33 0.20 1.67 28 

North Carolina 0.26 0.14 1.87 35 

North Dakota 0.24 0.12 1.93 36 

Ohio 0.26 0.15 1.72 31 

Oklahoma 0.22 0.16 1.38 16 

Oregon 0.26 0.25 1.04 4 

Pennsylvania 0.26 0.22 1.18 6 

Rhode Island 0.29 0.18 1.62 25 

South Carolina 0.23 0.14 1.65 27 

South Dakota 0.25 0.10 2.51 46 

Tennessee 0.24 0.17 1.41 17 

Texas 0.33 0.14 2.32 43 

Utah 0.29 0.20 1.43 19 

Vermont 0.28 0.19 ND - 

Virginia 0.37 0.24 1.52 21 

Washington 0.29 0.24 1.22 9 

West Virginia 0.15 0.17 0.91 3 

Wisconsin 0.25 0.12 2.11 40 

Wyoming 0.20 0.10 2.04 38 

 
ND = No Data  
 
Number of decimal places are limited for presentation purposes. State ranks are based on full number. Two 
states might therefore have different ranks even though the measures here appear the same. 



 

Degrees by Income 

 

 

Description  
Ratio of the percentage of households in the wealthiest 20% of the population with at least 4 years of college 

divided by the percentage of households in the poorest 20% of the population with at least 4 years of college, 

2000-2002. 

 

Explanation  
Lower-income families tend to have lower levels of college attainment. This measures gives an indication of how 

similar or dissimilar college attainment is between rich and poor families. 

 

 

Source  

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey data tapes from 2000, 2001, 

and 2002. Calculations by Jon Haveman. 

 

 

Choose an option to order the data: 

State Top Bottom Ratio Rank 

Alabama 0.46 0.04 13.0 49 

Alaska 0.50 0.09 5.7 29 

Arizona 0.52 0.10 5.0 20 

Arkansas 0.40 0.03 13.7 50 

California 0.56 0.11 5.0 19 

Colorado 0.64 0.18 3.6 1 

Connecticut 0.64 0.12 5.2 25 

Delaware 0.48 0.05 9.2 45 

District of Columbia 0.83 0.17 4.9 14 

Florida 0.46 0.11 4.1 5 

Georgia 0.57 0.10 5.7 30 

Hawaii 0.48 0.12 3.9 2 

Idaho 0.46 0.09 5.0 18 

Illinois 0.54 0.10 5.6 28 

Indiana 0.45 0.11 4.3 7 

Iowa 0.44 0.09 5.0 16 

Kansas 0.54 0.10 5.4 26 

Kentucky 0.44 0.05 9.4 46 



Louisiana 0.49 0.06 8.7 43 

Maine 0.46 0.07 6.9 36 

Maryland 0.69 0.14 4.8 12 

Massachusetts 0.63 0.12 5.1 22 

Michigan 0.52 0.06 9.0 44 

Minnesota 0.56 0.10 5.8 31 

Mississippi 0.46 0.03 13.8 51 

Missouri 0.46 0.12 4.0 4 

Montana 0.43 0.10 4.4 9 

Nebraska 0.47 0.06 7.8 40 

Nevada 0.45 0.09 4.8 13 

New Hampshire 0.56 0.13 4.4 8 

New Jersey 0.60 0.12 5.1 21 

New Mexico 0.51 0.11 4.6 10 

New York 0.57 0.10 5.8 32 

North Carolina 0.50 0.07 7.1 37 

North Dakota 0.41 0.09 4.6 11 

Ohio 0.53 0.06 8.6 42 

Oklahoma 0.45 0.06 7.4 38 

Oregon 0.55 0.11 4.9 15 

Pennsylvania 0.55 0.09 6.2 34 

Rhode Island 0.57 0.05 11.3 48 

South Carolina 0.46 0.06 7.5 39 

South Dakota 0.42 0.10 4.1 6 

Tennessee 0.54 0.09 6.1 33 

Texas 0.54 0.08 6.8 35 

Utah 0.53 0.10 5.1 23 

Vermont 0.52 0.13 3.9 3 

Virginia 0.65 0.12 5.2 24 

Washington 0.53 0.11 5.0 17 

West Virginia 0.35 0.03 10.7 47 

Wisconsin 0.50 0.09 5.6 27 

Wyoming 0.35 0.05 7.9 41 



 
Number of decimal places are limited for presentation purposes. State ranks are based on full number. Two 
states might therefore have different ranks even though the measures here appear the same. 
 

Degrees by Gender 

 

 

Description  
Ratio of the percentage of households headed by males with at least 4 years of college divided by the percentage 

of households headed by females with at least 4 years of college, 2000-2002. 

 

Explanation  
This measure gives an indication of how similar or dissimilar college attainment is between men and women. 

 

Source  
U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey data tapes from 2000, 2001, 

and 2002. Calculations by Jon Haveman. 

 

State Male Female Ratio Rank 

Alabama 0.22 0.19 1.12 9 

Alaska 0.28 0.24 1.18 14 

Arizona 0.29 0.21 1.38 37 

Arkansas 0.21 0.14 1.52 47 

California 0.32 0.26 1.24 21 

Colorado 0.37 0.32 1.15 11 

Connecticut 0.34 0.28 1.23 20 

Delaware 0.29 0.25 1.19 15 

District of Columbia 0.51 0.40 1.28 27 

Florida 0.28 0.21 1.30 31 

Georgia 0.31 0.22 1.39 40 

Hawaii 0.29 0.26 1.12 8 

Idaho 0.24 0.16 1.47 43 

Illinois 0.29 0.25 1.19 17 

Indiana 0.24 0.20 1.24 22 

Iowa 0.25 0.21 1.16 12 

Kansas 0.29 0.26 1.08 4 

Kentucky 0.21 0.19 1.10 6 

Louisiana 0.25 0.15 1.66 50 



Maine 0.25 0.22 1.10 7 

Maryland 0.40 0.33 1.19 16 

Massachusetts 0.35 0.29 1.21 19 

Michigan 0.25 0.19 1.30 30 

Minnesota 0.34 0.28 1.20 18 

Mississippi 0.23 0.14 1.65 49 

Missouri 0.27 0.28 0.97 2 

Montana 0.26 0.20 1.28 26 

Nebraska 0.26 0.18 1.44 41 

Nevada 0.24 0.18 1.36 35 

New Hampshire 0.36 0.27 1.33 34 

New Jersey 0.35 0.26 1.37 36 

New Mexico 0.27 0.22 1.25 23 

New York 0.32 0.25 1.26 24 

North Carolina 0.25 0.20 1.28 25 

North Dakota 0.22 0.25 0.88 1 

Ohio 0.27 0.21 1.32 32 

Oklahoma 0.24 0.16 1.48 45 

Oregon 0.27 0.25 1.08 5 

Pennsylvania 0.28 0.22 1.29 28 

Rhode Island 0.33 0.22 1.46 42 

South Carolina 0.23 0.17 1.39 38 

South Dakota 0.25 0.22 1.12 10 

Tennessee 0.26 0.18 1.47 44 

Texas 0.28 0.21 1.29 29 

Utah 0.32 0.18 1.75 51 

Vermont 0.28 0.28 1.01 3 

Virginia 0.36 0.31 1.16 13 

Washington 0.32 0.24 1.32 33 

West Virginia 0.18 0.11 1.62 48 

Wisconsin 0.27 0.19 1.39 39 

Wyoming 0.23 0.15 1.48 46 

 
Number of decimal places are limited for presentation purposes. State ranks are based on full number. Two 
states might therefore have different ranks even though the measures here appear the same. 


